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Enrgets: T have feuſhed my Cowſe, I 
aith 


forth is laid up 07 me 4 


igbteouſneſs, which the Lord, the i 
give nie at that day,” © 


IT is not at all to be doybred, but chat the 
"ae who (as he re- 
,j and was #1 
a conſtanc 


ia omen ity. But yet at 


(Ogre ( whigh, yas, as 
Body 93g 


ron - 
4 "3 


Was Modes the wo lecong 
he ſeerns to have had more than ordi- 


his roaching End. Death was 
ray ens coming towards him. So 


— i; n3-knowve in the Verle -before the. Tex: : 
For Iam now ready to. be offered, and the time of my Depar- 


tarde at band. igiome not ſo much imminent, as al- 


wage yt that Death is an. Enemy vvhich vve 
af CEOs it is all our Concernmenes to pre- 


for it. And that vve may fo do, ie vvill be of 
TY Ggular 


T6 
fi uſe and ady ge to us, to have obſerv'd how 
Sr. old, 7 'dSouldier of Jeſus (brift, 
doth cpm dimiico meccirorke Shock, and to cope 
with this King of-Terraurs 4andto know what Cordials 
x9 makes uſe FF ro typporr! his Heart againſt the Fear 


in 
od LE: ſet ax rich atwofold Medication of 


mT Teeprſen 
| 1. A Meditation\vef Slaris paſt, a 'Reflexion 
his forms L Life yvell- h_ I hav ir Joe.q gu 


LIE: 
| by | Ig 


*1 
bn. Vl belt: Fa ole 
, 6r higReflexion- upon hi Life. - Whore 
wy | 'thiags *to ; be catilider'd 'by us. 
1. ACharacter 6fche Nature of a'Chriftian Life 2. 
The comfortable Teftimonial which Paut's Conſcience 
= viz, that he had led. his Life well. ſhave 


« good Fight _ _— 
. We have here a Character expreſſing and ferting 
forth unto us the Nature of a Chriſtian Lite ; and thar 
under a. threefold Metaphor and Allufien. 1. Of-a 
Fight. 2. Of a (owrſe,' or Race. 3. Of the Cuftody 
Or ng of ſomething commirredto our Truſt. 

a Chriſtian'Lafe is here -compared to x Fight, 
.and figuratively ſo called. | | 

\Somerimes the Lift of Man is compar'dtoa Warfare, 
in reſpect of thoſe rnany Labours and Difficalties yvhich 
he is vyont.t6 encounter” vvithal. ' Thos Job >. x. 
there not" an appointed time to Fanupon the Earth > Where 
for anappointed Time, the Marginal reading is a Warfare, 
by vvhich is meant a Time 'of Warring: According 
hereunto vve find; that the Roman Legionary Souldiers 
had acertain Period or Term of Years, ſometimes ten, 
ſdmetimes ewenty, or more Years, during vvhich the; 
wereto continue liſted in the Muſter-Roll, and to bag, 
under their Emperour's Banner: burvvhen that Time 
vvas once expired, then they were ſaid to be Emerici &5- 
Exauttorati, diſcharged of their Oath, and diſmiſſed 


from 


CE] 
from. Tetring'atiy. longer, and bogouralſly. rewarded 
vic Gifts 28d PoſſeGpas Tolucha Term of Time 
Allukon is made, -1ſe. 40. 2. Whereit is ſaid of Jerx/a- 
lem, that ber Warfare is accompliſt/d. And ſo Rev. 3.12, 
He that overcometh "- rai way that is, co Warfare, 
he hath his 
But if the narur | Lik of Man be a kind of Warfare; 
a Chriſtian Life is much more deſervedly robe fo ac- 
fone a Spiricual Warfare, And thus Pax! Jo 7 hy 
G1 Ton. 1.48, That thou mighteſt war a good Warfare. 
And 2 Tim. 2. 3. Endure Hardſhq, , 45 @ good Soulgier of 
[FE 
There is a double fort of Fighting, vvbich Paul 
hath Alluſion to, when he ſpeaks'of che Chriſtian Life, | 
Somerimes he [peaks of Fighting | in a'Military, kale, 
as one Enemy fights with another im che Field, whichae 
ja Warring. And of this .he peaks in the 
but now. mentioned ; Ts 5qaley, that aorkqprtec” 
_ Thy nay oeardey, 4 War arfare. 
- Otherwhite the Apoſi e ſpeaks of Fi ting in an Age: 
'niſtical ſenſe, as —_ were wont to fight of old in 
Greek Ohympucks, or in the Roman Cirque , and Amphithes: 
ter, when they contended for Maſteries where tlie 
Victor's Guerdon was Life and Glory. And unto this 
'Paxl ſeems to allude in the Text, as the Word . 44, 
.here uſed by him, doth imporr. But I ſhall norbe cupir 
- Ous to -7.che the Difference , bur ſpeak ofchem promil- 
, cuouſly. The 


[9] 
The Life of a Chriſtian 4s firly vw unto a 
Eight or Wartare ; as will apggar by che fol owing Con- 

1. Asin Waxthere isalways ſome. (auſe or other con- 
readed for ; aheckier it be pon *,y or to de- 
fend Life and Liberty, - or to obrain Dominion, or to 
win Glory and Renown > So is it here ; Chriſtians have 
a Cauſe which they gh in, the Caule of God, the 
Cauſe of Chriſt, and of their own Souls ; they contend 
for the Glory and Honour of God, for the Name and 
Faith of Chrilt, tor the eternal Salvation of their own 
Souls. All theſe are concern'd mn our Chriftian War 


2. Asin Wars and Fights, [o here, are two, adverſe 
Parties, Enemies and Angagonilts to one another, fights 
ing and contending, with, one another. And thoſe we * 
find to be liſted under oppoſite Generals.  Oa the one 
ſide, Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of Life and Salvation : and 
under him do fight all crue Belieyers. . /On the other 
lide is Satan, the Prince of the Power of the Air, athd 
of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, who ruleth and comman- 
derh in the Children of Diſobedience ; and under him 
"I Legions of Apoſtate Spirits, and wicked 
- The Devil and the World againſt us by Temp. 
cations on. the right hand, . N the left, * enticing and 


allu- 


OW 

alluring us to Sin; terrifying and perſecuting us,to drive 
us __ God and And with Bs Hoſt af- 
ſaulcing us from without; combine a Party within us, 

{our marinons Luſts and Corruptions, the Fleſh luſting 

inſt the Spirit ; without which all Satan's Attem 

us would be in vain, as we ſee thoſe againſt fe 

Chriſt were ; becauſe, as our Saviour ſaith, Job. 1 4. 
o: The Prince of this World cometh, and hath nothing in me. 

No Corruption to ſide with him, no combuſtible Mac- 

ter for his Wild-fire to take hold of ; ſo that all his Ar- 

tempts againſt him were in yain. And ſo would they 
be againſt us alſo,were it not for thoſe Boſom-Traitors 
which barbour in our Breaſts, thoſe Luſts which war in 
onr Members. It is the Tinder within us, that makes 

Saran's fiery Darts and Temprations ſo dangerous to 
us. 

* - Theſe our Enemies are repreſented unto us as very 
formidable and dangerous ; and ſo theyare, whether 
we conlider, | 

t. Their Nwnber, They are very numerous, Le- 
ions of Devils, and a whole World of wicked Men, 
ut yer if Beelzebub commanded only an Army of- Flies, 

though never fo numerous and ſwarming, the danger 
were not ſa great. But add to their Number, 

2. Their Power and Might. They are Angels; and 
how the natural Power of one ſingle Angel is,wit- 
nels the Camp of the Aſſyrians, 2 Kin. 19. 3 5. where one 

An- 


[1 ] : 
An rt ane wv age of no leſs, than an 
po edeiphey ve Jean Mer Heace it is that 
Angels are {aid to excel,in Strength, Plal, 103. 20. And 
although Satan and his Train be fallen from their Hap- 
pinels & Holinels,and extremely debauch'd in their Mo- 
rals; yet their naturalPowers do ſtill continue very great ; 
and therefore they are called Principalities and Powers, 
and ſpiritual Wickedneſs in bigh Places, Eph. 6. 12. In 
high Places, ſurely a great Advanrage in Wreſtling, and 
no leſs in Fighting, 

Bur although our Enemies were never {o numerous, 
, yet it they had no Wiſdom to order 
their Numbers, and to manage their Strength, they 
might come to Ruin by their own Weight ; as we know 
that great Armies have proved ſometimes unweildy and 
mw to themſelves, and by frequent Murinies 
havein time fretted themſelves ro nothing. Bur, 

3- Our Enemies are ſubtle Enemies, managing their 
Force with exceeding great Policy and Cunning, and 
are wont to prevail more by Sleight than Power. 

The Devil is called the Old Serpent, (Rev.12.9.) A 
Serpent, ſubtle by Nature; but much more by long 
Ule and Experience, an old Serpent, He hath many 
—_ Turnings, many Devices and Stratagems, 
many Wiles and to circumvent us by. 

4-Qur Spiricual Enemies are (rel and Mercileſs,which 
makes them ſtill the more dangerous. This adds Will re 

B 2 thetc 


C12 ] 
theis Power, and (ers their on work to contrive 
Miſchief againftus. . lad Satan is (aid to haye 
bem Mende fre te pra, fkn 4+ Aa 
xd ar » 12. 3+ Yoarmyg | 
whom be ——— 1 Pet.5. 8. 
.- 5+ This his Malice to ous Souls makes him watchful 
and. reſtleſs, _ exceedingly induſtrious to work us 
Miſchief, and to bring {honour unto God. We ſee 
with what indefatigable Induſtry he proſecuted ourSavi- 
our Chriſt, by tempting him _ and again, by flan- 
dering and bl ing him, by crucitying him, and 
evea after , by denying and belying his Reſur- 
section. He lefr no Stone uncurn'd, that by any means, 
if ic had been he might have hindied. God's 
Glory, and Man's Salvacian. 
- we ce what a dangerous Adverſary we have to 
fight againſt : whom refa/t ſtedſait in the Faith ; for we ave 
wat iynorant of bis Devices. And now 'tis high time to be- 
ok ai ſelves wherewith we may oppole him, and 
defend ourlelves. 

3- Asin other Fightings,ſoin this Chriſtian Combar, 
we _'are turniſh'd with Weapons, both far the offenſive 
and defenfive Part, and thole both of them tried and 
approved. 2 Cor. 10. 4, 5- The Weapons of our Warfare 
are not carnal, but mighty through God, to the pulliag down 
ſtrong, Holds.) And we. bave the whole, Armour of God, 
Awhichis16-be pur on by every one of us, chat we may 
"ay be 


C13 ] 
be WO APIS yah Vialence: and Wiles 'of the 
DeviL The fevera Tre, Righrage tee delctibed, 
Epbef. 6.33, &c. Righte » and Fath, the 
Word of God, and Prayer. 

Stand therefore upon apenyour work, \ baving your Loins 

W. F F aur (elves like 
_ gy arc nal. mae 10 rpm TE 
> che Coptaloof our Sutvaton, blk, 2. 10. He hath baft. 
led the Devil, and overcome the World : therefore be 

of good Comfort; W TIT ues. . God will give us the 
Yrchry through Jeſus Civ Lark, Cox: 15-57. The 
Quarrel is ancient, as old as Gen. 3. 15.. Our Enemies 
are formidable ; but our Caule:is good, and God is on 
our fide,” and ſo long who {hall be againſt us > who 
can ſtand againſt him? Not the Gates of Hell, (che 
Plots and Power of it ) northe Depths of Satan, nor all 
his whole .Miltia ſhall be able ever to prevail againſt 
the Churchof Chriſt.” Be thou fairhful wnto Death, and be 
ſhall give thee a-(rown of Life. | For thoſe that conquer 
{hall be xewarded; as ſhall be ſhewed anon. 

So much briefly of thefirſt Metaphor whereby the 
Like ofa Chriſtiaz is ſer forth unto us : It is «Fg, I 
have fought a good Fight. A. ow0d cr 
(aſe, good alſo in reſpe& of the Nature of the Fi 
lhiocobndona ed by well- = garde alſoin 
reſpe& of che Sweceſs, which is Vittory and Happineſs. 
BuckhaſtencorhenexeReſemblance of a Chriſtian Life. 
2. The 


%. 
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"wo pm =: yer _ or 
ace;*.I fauſbed my. ( ow, A. Courſe els 4 
Phraſe in ordinary uſe with us at this day ; as Spatinm 
vite decurrere, was. with the ancient Romans. Bur it 
ſeerns in this- Place to have been borrowed jc wy Apo- 
file from the running of. a Race uſed in ck 
Games by. the Grecians, called 4e{G-,. the very word 
here uſed by St. Paul. To this we may oblerye him of- 
ten alludingin his Epiſtles. Heb. 12. 1. Let ws run with 
Patience the Race that ss ſet before us, ing ofa every weight, 
And Phd. 3.14 He faith of bimlelt, weſt dwerd the 
Mark, for the Prize of the bigh Calling of God mn. Chriſt Je- 
ſos ;, where the Expreſſions of pre/ſmg toward the Alark, 
and /for the Prize, have manifeſt allulion co the running 
of a Race. "Rs 
* / Nowthe Race of a Chriſtian is no other than a careful 
and conſciencious and zealous walking in the ways of 
God,. which lead unto. Salvation.; wherein we ſhall 
meet with many hindrances. (1.) The Sm that ſo eaſi- 
ly beſets us, which is ſpoken of in Heb. 12. 1. Our 
Corruption withip us, which hopples and intangles us, 
ſo that we catinor do the things which we would. (2.) 
Wichour us weſhall meet with many Rubs. laid in our 
way, many Snares, many Scandals, many Stumbling. 
blocks, laid by Satan to intrap us, and make us f: 
[The World's golden Ball of Pleaſure and Profit is caſt 
us, to entice us out of the way ; Satan's wild-fire 
of 


(5 ] 
of Perſecution is flaſh" d in our Faces, to affright us 
from our Chriſtian Courſe ; our way is hedged up with 
thorns, or elſe carnalRelations and wotldlylnrereſt han 
about our Necks, to pull us back: So rhar there bow . 
much ſtrength of Grace,much Courage and Reſolution, 
much Earneſtneſs and Contenrion, much Labour and 
prefling forward, that fo we may lay hotd on the Prize, 
Ecernal Life, the Crown of Glory, which is held forth 
to us for a Prize,and ſhall be given unto us by the Judg, 
the zegpulis, and Rewarder, if we ſtrive lawfully, and 
run well. So run therefore, that ye may obtain, 1 Cor.g.24. 

3- The Chriſtian Life is here ſer forth unto us under 
the Metaphorof keeping aTruſt ; Thave kept the Faith, 
+ Where by Faith fome underſtand Faithfulneſs or Fi- 

delity, thar Engagement which is uſually given by Soul- * 

diers to their nd by an Oath, which 1s called Sacra- 
mentum militare. And 1o to keep the Faith is to keep the 
Oath, by fighting faithfully,and nor falſly berraying the 
Cauſe of Chriſt ; neither by a treacherous running over 
to the Enemy, as a aljes 4. partium; nor = by a cow- 
ardly running away and drawing back from their Co- 
tours, deſerring the Cauſe of Chriſt and the Goſpel, 
which they had ſworn to defend ; as all of us have in our 
Baptiſmal Vow. 

Bur by Faith in this place, I think is rather to beun- 
derſtood Fides qu creditur, the Truth and Faith of Chriſt 
in the Goſpel : in which ſenſe the Saints are deſcribed. 


(Rev, 
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(Rev: 14: 4 2.) tobe ſuch as keep the (perm 
a Red 
The hor of keeping this Faith, ſcerns to hay © been 
borrowedeither from A 'r 
_ The heping of Foro hing Gd, Ve 


andTruch of _— 5a ftrong Hold, AT yea 
roSheheepiog ay Hom sgh of every ciſtha Soul; 


this Forttels; cyt will keep tis lake, 
te ra the pbrcr ofthe Phony, and we'ſhall be kepe 
by the God through Faith unto Salvation, \ Pet. 1.5. 


Where the ord'e = Spills r a5 a 
Ganifon is hope On. proper =>: 


-aThe kevping of a vretiors Jewe [or Thealtts/adte 
mitted ro ourcharge andcuſtody, The Faith and Track 
of Chriſt is a coramited co 11s, and jincruſted 
wuh us. 'T.o'this'Sc. Fude (cems to allude,(Jude when 
beexhorts all ro contendearneſtly for the Flith which was taice 
delivered unto the Saints. The like Alluſion hath $./Pawl, 
when he exhorts Timothy, 1 Tim. 6. ver, 20, 21. 
0:Ti that which « commited to thy truſt : and what 
that wasmaay appear by the Oppoſition there fabjoyri'd, 


ane and vain fe, and oppoſuons of Science 


0 called ; which ſome bave erred conc the 
Pe | Faith = the | bans ind che od thug 
coramitted to Timothy, as Paul phrales it, and exhorrs 
him agaio'to keep, 2 Tim. 1: 14. the ſame which in 
verle 13. he had expreſſed in other words, viz, Hold fait 
the 
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the Form of found Words, which thou haſt heard of me, in Faith 
and Love which is in Chriit Jeſus. | 

_ It we this Faith and Truth, that will keep our 
Souls: for by keeping his Faich we cruſt in him, and 
commit our Souls Ig who 1s the faithful and 
watchful Lord-Keeper of his 1ſrael. And therefore Sr, 
Peter exhorts, ( ammit the keeping of your Souls to bim iu well- 
doing, as wito a faithful Creatour, 1 Pet.4, 19. And this did 
encourage St. Paulto lay, (2 Tim. 1. 12.) 1know whom 1 
have t I am perſwaded that he is able to keep that which 


through thine own 

|  —__ 

Philadelphia, iſe thou haſt 

the Word of my Patience, I alſo will keep thee from the bour 
Temptation. 

3. Orelſe this keeping of the Faith may allude unto a 
Souldier's keeping ot his Station,or aWreſtler keeping of 
his Ground. Burt the former are (as I conceive) more 

to the place ; and therefore | ſhall purſue this no 
ES but come to conſider what the thing is which is 
here meant by keeping the Faith. Now to keep the Faith is, 

1, Truly and y to believe the Truth of Chriſt, to - 
aſſent unfeignedly to it, to receive ic, not into the Ear 
only, but into the Heart alſo, and there to keep it and 


cleave unto 1t. 


» 2 To 
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2. To keepthe'Trath and Faith of Chriſt is roodeyin; 
as to keep God's Commandments is to obey and do them. 
The Truth and Faith of Chriftare kept in an holy Life, 

3. To keep the Truth and Faith of Chriſt is co bold it 
faſt by Profeſſion. Thus Chrilt commmends the Church of 


ab neo Rev?2.1 3. Thow faſt myNane, and baſt 
not Faith, ad likewiſe Chas 


ev.3.8. Thou kept my Word; &- haſt not denied 
on - py by holding outand cox- 
Pat Cr and Perorenncein bets believing, 
HE it. This is that which receives 
promiſed Reward, Mat.24. +3: He that ſhall endure 
ſame ſhall be ſaved. Koviene, Be thou faith- 
nr yoy rr ay of Life, .. Paul 
muſt finiſh his Courſe he ſhall recave a Crown. 
Withour this we ſhall come ſhorr of the Prize. - 

Thus we have briefly ſurveyed the Character of a 
Ohriftian Life, which was the firſt thing ookeryed in 
Se: Paul's firſt Meditation. 

IT. The ſecond thing propounded to: be conlider'd 
is,che comfortable Teftimomal which Pau['s Conſeience 
ave him concerning his paſt Life and Converfarion ; 

was ger w fin the fincerity of his Heart, 7 have 


her Paul had ooo ſince made it his Exerciſe, his con- 
ſtant Care and neevenr, to bave always a (onſcience 
void of offence towards God, and towards Men, Aﬀts 24. 16. 
And 


rear 


Fo 
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And-now' you fee here be reaps the fruic" of ic, 
Accordingly as weufeopr Conſciences, ſo will ch 

row bo 4s; *1f we-wound them,” chey' will wound us; 

It we hop yer Peace in cxir Conſciences, how can th 

Peace tous? Bntif wekeep ther tender and pure, 

_ ill be able ro comfort us 1 in our greateſt Streights 

Difficulries. '' © © 
St. Pant reflefti 
cold him what he 
Firft, That he had hr a good Fight, in a good 

Cauſe, 'andthathe had fought well, obſerving 

ir! the 'Cotrrmands of his General ; Thar hehad been 

painful arid induſtrious, couragious ' and undaunted in 

the Wotk'and Cauſe of Chriſt; nor'only as a Chriſtian, 
bir'alfo'as an Apoſtleand Miniſter of the Goſpel; - 

« He had encounter'd with Ehmas at Paphos, Adtsz 31 
Wirh eh# Retrivers of Jewiſh Ceremonies at Antioch, ACt.i5. 
With Stoicks and ans ar Athens, Atts 171 
Witch beaſt-like Men, fuch as Demerin and his Fol- 

lowers,” at Epheſus, 1 Cor. 15 
With Alexander the Co « Svaith ; with FHymeneus 

and Philetus.” And in al Conflt the Goſpel ſtill 

prevailed, and carried the Vito 
And for his Sufferings, the Inſtances of his Chriſtian 

Patience, and 'paſſive Fortitude, take that Inventary 

which himſelf had drawn up ſometime before in - 

ſecond Epiſtle to the _ _—_ chap. 11. v.23, & 

Where 


poi fs Life aſt, his Conſcierice 
eſles of imiſelf, 


fy ourndeas 

| pe pr era Sarantroy-vor rg V.'24. Pf the 
"x tones received L Thy 
beaten:with Rods, once was 1 
mary night, 0g token Daya. Jn 
regs M Waters, mn 43-00 
ils byaunt one Corntry-men, in Perils by the in 
OY in Perils im. the Wilderneſs, in Perils in 


A among falſe Brethren. 2.7. | In Wearineſs 
hu, on Watch s often, and Thirſt; 
(ongiofn, in: (old. rv i. Thi and tuch 
____— —_—_——— onde 
received for. the Cauſe of Chriſt args 7 EA 
the Touch of which he vouches the, God ,of. Trch fo 
witoels, 333. The Gold Fnber fan Lo el Ch 
which is blefſedfar evermore, knoweth that I ly not. 
\ Briefly; his Conlcience told him, that he had run his 
Race w Lin the ways of God's Commandments, with 
Zxal; Induſtry, and (which is the Crown: of all)-wich 
C «.1.4:(0r:9. 26, Itherefore ſorun, not a4 ancer- 
tainly ; 0 fight I, not as one that beateth the Afr. . His Con- 
him that be had kept the Faith committed 
ovindegyand asJeſuws Chriſt had counted hira faithful, 
puttio&-him into-the Miniſtry, 1m. 1, 1 24. So he had 
obxained mercy of che Lord to be faichful, v Cor. 7.2.5, 
But to waye the Metaphor, 1 ſhall ſhew you plaioly 


thele 


[21 ] 
SI 1. What it wasthat Pauls Conſcience 
did teſtify. 2: What ule he made of that Teſtimonial. 


4, .What ic. was that Paxt's,Confeience did reftify , 
what was the Aniwer 'of a go0d/Conſcience to him : 
which may be reduced unto theſe rwo Heads. +. Faith 
and: Love and other Graces unteigned. _ 2. Alincere 
"By refering upon th a Obedience”: 

of hisown- Sotil, 

T diſcera arway did firmly affegt and cleave 

_ > che Tr of Ghaiſ with all bis Hearr ; that he 

og cralt onely unto the Righteou!- 

JeSus Dor for 'his''accep- 

of his Sin, and his rightto 

» thar' he had the other true fa- 

Nm wved odio bean the Spirit of God, 

he was enabled to-ſide with the Law of Godin 

Judgment and Aﬀection, -{ awonw, cmilzue, | to vote 

with and/to delight in the w of God, andto over- 

mers Oe _ and 

ro-morrify-it rit,'or egenewed Part, and Prinei- 

ple of Spi Life _ t was in him, which iscalled che 
mward Alan; Rom. 7. 22. 

— Habits, and Adtzhe ktew bead ; 

reflecion,he by a rational ſenſe might feel them 

cabling him-and proceeding from him, and ſo be con- 

{cious roo: Ad tha his Faith! and Love ind odies 

Graces were unfeigned and genuine, he knew by- I 

Lighc 
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of the Spirit of God ſhining the written 
is own work inhisheart, and © | 


VE ory moto 


to'Exerr' and put fotth ſuch- and: dy As 
night ell be obſerved by a diligent Reflexion. c- 
- The holy Spi of God all a Spirit of Wiſdom and 
evelation, Eph. 1: 17. tir of Rrvelatiomin reſpeRt 
Fe Oh "Spire fs domin regard of the Facalty. 
The viſible mult be enlig} elſe it cannoe 
verge or (ctid forth. its viſible ſpecies, without which ir 
catinor beleen;/and the Eye muſt be allo 
att internal Lighe, elſe it cannot ſetthe Oe, 
never [ſo contpicuous in_ic ſelf. + Thus-alfs isit here; 
the Spirit of God doth diſcoyer to us the things" thav 
are" treely «given to us” of':God;rthe' rk ror, 


the thing of the Spirit, not onl Truths whiohirp 

to 18 from withour, bur alſo the Graces which it-works 
within us : and this it may be ſaid to reveal che 
to'0s) But tiewir doth alto 
Mind'wirh a 


te the Eye of 'the 
ita Wiſdom," Spirit a; 
whereby it diſngiiſhes and diſcerns theWork of Grace 
to be true and vine, by the CharaQers which are gi 
verrof it inthe written Word. 

2. Se. Pail 'by Exartiining his own Confliewe" [8 
cernitig the diſcharge of his Dury in the whole Courle 
ofthis Life there recorded, could obſerve (inthe laner 
' part of it; viz+ever ſince his Converſion) 2 ſincere 
and 


ay 


©, © WI 

and conſtant Purpoſe and dili ent Indeayour of umyer- 
a Obeancyts the Will of « in prtlpanes of that 

1gnation of hin ſelf yy MENUONER AcgzsY9, O, Lord, -what 
wilt thou have me wat fi Obedience wa ee, Dong 
not ſmleſ#,; and perfetF, though not legally, yer with the 
jeans of he Evangelical bor  Abronding tQ 
which, aliquid' fier}" dicitur, quando quod nom fit, ignoſcitur , 
when Ta. har fans, rw uote va. Fail- 
ings of ic pardoned.” | RY eh 

| And theſe Fruits gave Letters credential to his Faith, 
that it:yvas aliving Faith. Hereby we do know that we know 
bim, if we keep bis ommandments, 1 John 2. 3; "And w7 
know that we have paſſed from Death to Life, becauſe we love 
the Brethren. Love is argumentative to prove that we 
are ina ſtare of Grace, and the Fruits of Love bear wic- 
neſs unto that, 1 Jobn 3. 14: | 

Paul's Conſcience told him, that in his Actions he 

had not differabled with God, bur that he aRed out of a 
Principle of unfeigned Love to him, and in Conſcience 
of his Command ; and that he direfted his Ations to 
God's glory as his chief end. Thus much he might be well 
aſſured of from the Records of his Conſcience, which 
he had madeit his care to keepclear and legible , and 
though it gave him notice allo of his Sins and Failings, 
yer at the time it repreſented them as expiated 
and cancelled in the Blood of Chriſt, apprehended , by 
his Faith. ; <7 | 


And 
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And thus you have leen what the Teſtimonial was 
mm Pax['s Conſcience gave him. Now letus come. 
rote. 7 

2. What Uſe St. Paul makes of this Teſtimonial. A 
double Ule. 

1. Toaſlure him of a Crown of Righteouſneſs, and 
by that Affurance mediately ro comfort him againſt 
the Fear of Deazh ; of which I ſhall ſpeak afterwards. 

2. Bythis conſideration to comfort himſelf imme- 
diately, and next way, againſt the Fear of Death. 

The Teſtimony of-a good Conſcience, (onſcientia 
reft# fattors SS dna ns againſt the 
galtly alpetof approaching Death. For, 

Whats it that makes Death ſo,terrible unto Mortals, 
that the very mention of it makes them tremble like an 
Aſpine-leaf? The Apoſtle tells us, The Sting of Death is 
Sar, x Cor.15. 56. The guilrof Sin upon the Conſci- 
ence is that which puts the Heartiato ſuch a palpitation: 
For the Conſcience knowing, that for all thole Impie- 
ties, whexeof it keeps the Regiſter, ic mult come to judg- 
ment, and the Books' muſt be opened, and every one 
muſt be judged according to what is found written in 
the Books, irdreads Judgment to.come, ( as Felax did) 
and cannot but look upon Death as on the grim Serj 
ant, that comes to arreſt us, and to ſummon us to o 
ment. This is ghe Sting in che Tail of Death. 

Bur now a good Conlcience, ſprinkled wich the Blood 
: of 
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by hs the Tb we Auredal 5.08 

Pardon of Sin, and gives usin an hol Life evidence 
ofthe Trutk of our doth: hey + the 
Promiſe of — which Was made 


"NG led. we fox 

but tnay (ay wich this E;" 0 Dedth, where i 
gr 2 Thanks be to God,whayriverh PET 
fl T ; GEO if =o 15-55;56.- "Thus we 
Sg ai vridootl can 


a Conſcience, (atid ng- 
give 'us true and ſolid Com- 
To _————_ + mt en Z ar may chrongh 
ho kandoelsoftis Hear, and his Conſci- 
ence, be ſenſleſs and qr: 7ootel and [o fall 
down like. a;Log into An erroneous Con- 
ſciencedhuy.nike a man braye it our, -and (with (ur- 
ting FHETITEN into rhe Gulf of rhe 
cience may ſet a fair ourfide 
2% Þ y) with ſcemin conag Joy þ Burt 
_ of La his Heart is {ad : oy rh 
like th&riſs Sardonius, when Men ſeem to dy d laughing 
Teet 


bur buy tpeners Gi Gabs Riſes a groming 


kno oe Ti only the FE 
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an ſincere atid enlightned Conſcience chat cart” 
get d* Nt.” of” rtde” ee? 1.9 
NAAR (Reretore Sc: Pit,” bar 26 (as 'ir prog ar 
Deach's door, takes cis Cordial Bifore he knocks, hath 
nn Fra parry or his Letzers Teſti- 
bits rv ofa Woly 46d etdll 
ob port.” iN the* Ns he 
#9,” 2 (or. 1. w; = onr rejoyehty is" a, 
yof. our Canſcienge,' that in Samplicity, "and $0 
any = 4 weave | FE Oliver Naa re 
PK TORR Been the Peder 6, Method of other 
Sho Ln ST of God in Scri prore ; Ne IV fom 
der the a omged + cheikk ppl i 
. Ne felt chem Co WF" "Is aan 
Fo, , eHidh St. Paut' bert' tmade ule 8," 
My 0 f Conſeiente concernihg heir pi Live 


Ca od back 48.764. havtis recel 

Joleful Matt, E; the Sinterice of. Death,” pts- 

theriouth the Prop her, "Set thine DG 

NR ail not | Eco Joc e look 

OH hp TLA chal of ik tb 

Ls l "Kiny" | ET Fhis fotinier 

Courle, Whith Bel; willing 6 EY by the: Sun: 

7 God” 5, own Ri + Tee wa, 
nf IB. 

uy Cn, per Ws Ye Ho 


Thus 


_ 
1 CEE en 
- 


HELAM 
- Thus lab; finogng under the Juniper-cree 1 Kin. 
19. 4. could not' with any comfort have detired ſeri- 
oully, a/he did; chat (God-would rake away his Life 
from hn Henor' had this afloxance wrnzen on the 
Table of his own Heart, that he had been very Zealows, 
or Jealous, for the Lord of Hoſts, as himſelf protefleth v. to. 
| And: howcould. good old Simeon 1999 have ſun® 
his Nunc dimittits, had he not known in his Confcietive 
whar che. Golpel reports of hint, that he was a juſt and 


- devout Manguarting for the Conſolationof Iſrael ? Laak. 2.2 5. 


As ever theretore we deſire to find Comfort-irs ous 
Death; let ublead boly. Lives and» keep good Conlci- 
ences, as Paul, and thele other Servants.'of God did; 
There are ſcarce any {o profligate, and given up to all 
Impiery; «bur. do delire Comfort when they come toy. 
Burgalas')by their wicked Lives they have-ſtop'tthe 
Miniſter's mouth, ſeared the Breaſts of Con(dlation, 
andcur off thoſe Conduirt-pipes which ſhould have con- 
veyed Comforintorheir Souls. - There be many, who 
will be-ready'to/ ſay with Balaamy |0-tt me dy the! Death 
of the Righteous, and” let my 'la#t- end be like his ; bur they 
will not live the Life of the Righteous. Hark the per- 
felt Man, and behold the wpright \, for "the" end of this Man is 
prace,. Plali37. 37. But, alas !!:what: Peace: can - thy 
Conſcience,or any other,\[peak rothee; while thy cry-/ 
ing Sins and Impieties are (0 many ? Light is fown for the 
Raxhreous, and Joy for the Upright "im Heart, PhaR 97: rv. 
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A man may with as much realon expe to reap where 
he hath not ſown, asto reap Joy and Comfort in Death, 
without ſowing the Seed of it in an holy Life. Sow 
then in thy Life-rime what thou wouldeſt reap when 
thou to dy. 

Andrthus I have done with St. Paul's Firſt Meditacion, 
or his Reflexigp upon his former Life well-ſpent. | 
come to the Second. 

HMedit. 2... St. Paul's ſecond Meditation is a Proſpeft 
 intothe Life to come, and the Glory of it, rogether with his 
own Share in it. 

Wherein we have theſe Severals to be taken into our 


1. The Rewardit ſelf, called a Crown of Righteouſneſs. 

| 2. The Certainty of it, in thoſe words, laid up for me. 
» The Beſtower of it, the Lard, the Righteous Fudg, 

Ve me. 

4” The Time, when it ſhall be beſtowed, at that day. 
L- The Rewardit ſelf, which is no other than Eternal 
Life, the Glory and Joys of Heaven. Which we have 
here ſet forth unto us under the Metaphor of a (rown of 


Ne Fon and Glory of Heaven arecalled a ( rown. 
1. Becauſe Eternal Life and Bleſſedneſs are promiſed 


to us under the Notion of an Heaven Kingdom, Luk. 
13.32. Fear not, little Flock ; for it is your Fatber s goodplea- 
ſwe to give you the Kingdom. And Chrilt hath made all 
his 
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his Members Kimgs and Prieſts, Rev.1.6. 4 Royal Prieſt- 
_ Aro” + = a _ or Diadem,which 
is tgn of Maj Royalry, is aptly u- 
ſed etirek cheir turure Eftare he v dhichis an Allu, 
ſion to the Political uſe of the Crown. 

2. Eternal Bliſs is called a Crown, in alluſion co thoſe 
Crowns or Garlands, which were uſed in rewarding ſuch 
as in the Olympick Contentions; which was an 
Agoniſtical Ule of the Crown, to which St. Paul ſeems here 


to have alluded. Thoſe who conquered in Fighting, or 
overcame in Running, or in Wreſtling, had cheir ſeve- 
ral Crowns on them. Now Pay! had foughe 


a good Fight, and had fmiſhed his Courſe ; and therefore his 
Reward ſhall be a Crown : not like theirs, a corrupcible 
Crown of Flowers, or Herbs, which are ſoon wither'd ; 
but Fiqare- dunegirrnGy, that never fades, Cor.g.2 5. Which 
is called by our Saviour, a Crown of Life, Rev.2.10, And 
by St. Peter, a Crown of Glory, n Pet. 5.4. And here by Sr. 
Paul, a Crown of Righteouſneſs; and thar nor as if it were 
merited by his (as ſome would have it)bur, 
(1.) Becauſe ir is a Reward of Righteouſneſs, nor of 
our deſerving, but of God's free giving. e Crown is 
given to ſuch, and ſuch only, asare Righteous, though 
not for the merit of their Righteouſneſs. God rewards 
and crowns his own Graces 1n his Children. Godlineſs 


hath the Promiſes of this Life, and rhar which is to come. 
(2.) Becauſe it is a Crown due unto the Righteoufneſs 


and 


Po ? 


elus.Cbr. gol hath.nuexiged it f and 
je on Aa] Oe E po elts unto NET = 
be _ ey £7 FH God i; BI 
yl us, ru 1714. 
aw 0 Mp _—_ —= Ye $4914.20 b the: Lord, Te 
Sis Joi Dolls zive me, ; Chriſt Chall give jtadjyds 


IMG: and his Farher, tradenda, b 
£6 uf os 5 the Fake = 


pn: php 2 ' 
ri _ rs five 


FG ; clot. dhe Craya, 
al ved and con ferred up-.: 
|. nor,nuls of it. -; Thus 
j laid up; which implies, 
rt for hymn : and 


EE the Father 3, election; 


and Front [rope Verbs, 


7 On Hence it- 15 called, 


; | prepare; {a1,z0u-framthe. owndation of. the World, 
Mar US, 34+ TI Is his Diiciples, Jon 
"14+-2,3+ 1,g0 a dh 4 place, far you. And lurely. gr 
nauſk chat needs e which, He prepares, and EG 


been 10 lohg i in preparing. 


a, imply 1, Is Gramm 3s kepr & 

33, Ld 1p, JPY SS, Sat, this aa is pt afe 
.odprocnel d: bene Bf. re ſerved pr pint _ 
1 


_ Pet, }. +, none: can. break through co 


ft it avy 
Ieed nl alſo, out0 Ji ». ST Pnly; by the 
Leg Feat yl Gage, aphith, os, at "M419 decor 
wy Rt 


Col.1.5. Not een, "uk EVE | caule lafe- 
ly id 7.08 Ph and being dilces Eye. of Faith, ic 
| ng ® pie ang. 
be.infencd = a 4 pth \».T 1G 721 SY" [1 
2; :Here. St, Pal Te. e or Allurance, 
which iba nn that be 4 | fra 
COR For ne, ig Pau lat | 
ly theze i a, Reg forthe Ry bur. Paw..(4jcby 
_—_ 5 $95 cular apph 210. | POE, 59 
- A.zrue Believer then, (it fe 65 ee JAW rs an 
ahrance of his common, be 2llbred, of 
his preſen ſtack, Salah galedins Deathao Lite; 
and he: may be 2fþu ——_—__ 


be kept by che Power WIE WIN athaaxo Salyation, And 
therefore, jr Peter, ExhQIrs. 16: guye alldiugerce; tomake your 
(ollny, 2 8d-Elagbon funey 2 1P&t.y, 105, ( Op dei Þ our 
(- ling obſerve the order. And St. aul lpeaketh. ex- 


prelly, Rom. 85g $,39- 1 an rn" ts, neither Death, 
nor Life, — ſhall Jeparate | o of 94 which is in 


Crit; Lo Ho Jhjb qr2ngg of of 
Pacleyeranice;an — as well as lim! 


3z 

ſeparate us. And lo here in the Text, Not to me only, but 
yaito all them alſo that love bis appearing. And the way to at- 
tain unto this aſſurance of Perſeverance and Salvation, 
St. Peter hach ſhewed us, 2 Pet. 1.5, $, 10. Add wnto 
Faith Vertue, and to Vertue Knowledg, &c. (1.) Get rrue 
Grace into your hearts,a Principle of ſpiricual Life, and 

grow i Gabe (x. A Gracevigoruly: For if theſe 
- eva orig and abound, they make you 


you ſhall nei- 
dertrhevecir mfnlfht or if ye do the r, 
never fall. And {i rnble rnd 


In like manner St. EP argues on oo 


Fight,&c. th, Xanrds Theword in the 
the force of an c, therefore, ergo or igitur 


, (and ſo we 
enay findit tranſlared in H. $ whe) as1f Paul had here 
Cab more | Fence | conclude nd infer it re 
mains and only in ſequence of Time, bi by 
conſequence and force of Argument ; relinquitur tanquam 
emergens , it follows from rhe premiſles ot an 
holy Life ; i laid np for me aCrown 
Where Se; Parwayo him es his AC 
ſurance is very and delerves to be taken no- 
rice of, whe A umn monk rv ye Be- 
levers may come robe afſured of their Salvation. And 
thus he a 
All thoſethar love Chriſt's appearing, ſhall receive a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs : X 


Butl am-one of thoſe who love Chriſt's a ing *: 
ppearing 
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Therefore I ſhall receive-a Crown of Righteouſlnei.. 

The Mayor, : or the fiſt of  chele Propoſitions is EX- 
prels' in the cad of this $&hþ'Verle, which Paul was 
aſſured of by Faith ini the Promiſes, made in general in 
the Word of God : Whoſoever believeth, - ſhallnot dye, but 
hath everlaſting Life, 8&0. 0 

The\H4morz or lecond: ion; He'gives us the 
Proof of,in that his Profeſſion ; I have fought a good Firht, 
I have finiſhed my Courſe, Thave kept the Faith ; which wh 
ſoever do, doal{o love Chriſt's appearing : ' And there- 
fore they are put here by Paul, as CharaGteriſtical of the 
lamePerſons. 

If you will have the Argument in form rake it thus : 

All that have fought 2 good Fight,” love Chriſt's ap- 

lah - 201010 2 
Bur | have fought a good Fight: 

Therefore L love Chriſt's appearing; 2 

How St. Paul came to. be aflured that he tizd fought a 
good Fight, '[{hewed betore ; briefly now ; He knew 
that he believed, that he had fought, and'#wn, and kept the 
Faith, by reflefting upon the Operations of bis own: Sowl ; as a 
Man that thinks,may be aſſured that he thinks, by a kind 
of rational /Sen{axtion;whereby the Soul iscomfcions of irs 
own Acts. Bur thar his Faith and other Graces weretrue 
and genuine, he' might gather from the effects and fruirs 
of them, as here (we ice) he:doth tront his Fighting and 
Running, and from obſerving - own Siricericy in the 
4 An- 
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an\{wer of a gaod, Conſaence and Faith uofeigned ; 
while the Spin of Cine dech by fhining npon its own 
warkia bis Heare iBwrimnace the Objcct,and by enlight- 
ning the eyes of hisSoul enable the Faculcy roapprehend 
"y dilcera that. Obyect, that it is indeed the genuine 
Work of the Spiric in Baors Soul. And thusthe holy Spirit 
of God, by making us to know'the that are freely gi- 
yen auto u6 of God, 1 Cor. 2, 12. doth bear witneſs with our 
Spirits, that we are the of God, Rom. 8, 16. 
ling denier, this Aſſurance which:Paul had 
was 2 4 fon Pnwiledg, not commonco all,nor tomany 
Believers. All crue Believers have not Aflurance ; 
_ have not yet attained to it, others may have loft 
; yeralimult endeavour after it, and all may attain 
- 5 oy the Grounds and Arguments whence 1t may 
be inferred, are commonto all in ſome degree. Bur they 
being eminent in Se. Paul, his Knowledg clearer, his 
Love \ his Zeal hotter, his Obedience 
than-thaſe of others; hence his Afſurance was fuller,and 
few can arrive his iech. Yet ſfince all rrue Believers 
have like kind of Evi , in ſuo quiſq; modalo, ny 
totheir leveral meaſures, and havethe 
do believeand cadure torbe'end, ao > 
the death-; therefore all true Believers may poſſibly ar- 
rain to be aſſured of their eſent ſtate of Salvation, and 
that they ſhall perleveret ,and ſo inthe end enter 
no hol Kingdomot Glory, and receive the end of their 
Hopes,the Salvation of their Souls. No 
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No danger that this Dodtrine of Believers, being al 
fured of their Salvation, ſhould encorrage them in the 


leaſt ro indulge themſelves to commit Sin, ſeeing ir 
ariſech my nor ex mtwitu, fromthe beholding of 
the aRtings of Grace in our hearts and lives, Holineſs 
of kfe is the ground of Affurance ; if that once flag, this 
ruſt needs alfo fail : for if upon reflexion we find our 
hves unholy, chis cuts the finews of Aﬀurance by taking , 
away the Argument, by force whereof it is, and with- + 
our which it cannot ir Ant or concluded. Extra 
fhudinm SantFitatis & wſiem Mediorum, non m atton 
exire hec Fidej perf, was the Suffrage [6h Divnes 
concerning aflurance of Perſeverance. 
But F'am calt'd away to conſider the other particu- 
lars, which yet remain to be ſpokento ;/ and 1 [hall do 
ie ; | 

3; The Beſtower of this Reward. The Lord, the righ- 
trows/ Fudge.” By the Lord here, is meant che Lord Jetus 
Chrift, as appeat# by chat which is added, the righteous 
- for unto Him hath'God'the Father commirred 
all Judgment, even to the Son. The Perſon of Currsr 
God-Man, ſhall execute and a&tually exercite the Acts 
of Judging ar the aft 'Day. Hence it' is faid, MF. 17, 

1. God hath appointed a Day wherein he will jndge the World 

the Man C ur Jt 5 us.: And Chrift himſelf ſaich, 
Mat.7. 23. will profeſs unto them, Tnever kney you ; depart 
from me. AndRevy; 2.10. Fwill give thee a Crown , a+ 

E 2 


cre 
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*-,, There is.one inthe World,” who undertakes to diC. 
pole of earthly Crowns and Scepters to whomlſoever,he 
pleaſes; yea, and of the Crawa of Righteouſnels tos, 
and the Kingdom. of; Heayen; | wherein yer he falls 
ſhort- of the modeſty of -hira, whole true Vicegereat 
he is, tor. He. pretended ao further than, to give all che 
-doms of e Earth, and the glory, of chem. Luke 4- 

'E ;, All this 15 delivered unto me, ,'and to whomſoever I will , 
Ive it, ; But what ever others may pretend unto, The 
HE Jelus Chriſt is the, only; dilpenſer, of- this Crown 
of of Righraonect. the Grorn.of heavenly.Glory. Jelus 


Jud 

Which {| feats in inhnite Comfort unto all true Belie- 
vers , their  Adyocate ſhall bg heir. Judge, 4nd there- 
fore they may promile themſelves; all. lawful, fayour : 
Buthe is a Righteous Judge'; this affords furgher.comfort, 
He is faithful-who-has pr nel, His P:omiles are Fea, and 
Amen. ey his free —. hebach made himlelt a deb- 
ror; though nox fo much 1. 435}; 95! t hinalelf, and his, 
own truch.. So chat it-is now bur a zighreous thing with 
God to recompence teſt ,unto his perſecuted Servants, 


2 Ps 

elaft ching.. £0 þ conhderedia the words, i mn 
Bu cre when this 'Crowa, ot Rightcoulnels ſhall be 
given to Paul. At: that day, viz. qr Lord Jeſus 
Jhall. be revealed-from Heaven with his mightyAngels, a5-wo 
have it 1g the place laſt cited. Wh Ee: Savigup 


points 
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points out by {diy nice, Mat.7.2 2. in that day, by way 
of emphaſis. And ſo St. Paul loves to call it, as he doth 
three leveral times in this Epiſtle. Chap. 1. 12. He «s 
able to keep that which I have committed to him againſt | that 
Day.) And Verl.18. The Lord grant that he may fmd mer- 
cy at that Day. "The Day of the General Judgment la 
uppermolt in Paul's mind, and his thoughts ran ag 
upon it ; and no wonder if his eye was always upon 
his Crown, for that is thetime when -he ſhall receive 
this Crown of Righteouſnels. 

Ic is true indeed; that atthe dayof Death, when the 
faichful Soul ſhall return ro God that gave it, and be 
rcligned, up; into the hands of Jeſus Chriſt, ic ſhall be 
perteQed ja, Holinels, and enter into the Kingdom of. 
Heaven: ..but:the glory-{hall .not be-perfeR and com- 
pleat unul ſuch time as the Body, which has been the: 
Souls yoke-tellow and companion in doing and ſuffer- 
ing for Chriſt here; ſhall be redeemed from the Grave; 
( for which we are laid to wait, Roni. 8.2 3. Heace the 
Souls from undec the Altar cry, how long * Rev. 6. 10. 
and hence it is that the Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come, 
Revy..22+/1 7. (omequickly, v. 20.) Then ſhall the Soul 
and Body (now. again united ) be prelcatcd 'to Jelus 
Chit at his appeanng, and1o the whole Man ſhall.be. 
rewarded, 'and be for ever with the Lord. 

Ac. the day of Death {hall be a privy Seſſions for every. 
paxticular.Soul ; bur the general Afſlize (hall be at that 
| Day, 
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Day, that great Day of Univerſal Judgment. The be- 
Soul at the day of Death {hall- enter into the 

Heavenly Kingdom ; but the Solemniry of -ies Coro- 
nation ſhall be deferred ell chat day ; then, and nor till 
then, ſhall irs Glory and Happineſs be compleated. 

And thus much briefly be ken concerning St. Pan!'s 
Second Meditation, w _ _ 7 roo his Afſoerance 
of a glorious Reward, a (rown of Righteouſneſs. Now ler 
as only fad tis matron Fs A ce, and fo 
conclude. 

ſpe of Salvation is of uſe unto Believers,to encou- 

to ſer upon their Dury with zeal and cheerful- 
flaming their Love to God, the Principle of 
roam — will not be encouraged to fight 
— that is aſſured of Victory? And the Fa 
| bourer works cheerfully, when he is once affured that he 
ſhall receive his pay when his work is done. And there- 
fore St. Palexhores, 1 (or.15.58. Therefore, my belvve# 
Brethren, be ye jy 6 ft, nnmoveable, always abonnding in the 
work of the Loy oraſmuch as ye know that your Labour is 
not in vain m the Lord. 

Bur the Uſe which St. Pau{here makes of his Aſſurance 
is, to comfort bim againſt Death 4p oathing. The Teſtimo- 
ny of his Conlience clear'd from the puilr of Stn, did 
take away the Sting and Fear of Dearh : butthis his Cer- 
tainty and Aſſurance of Glory doth make Death,not on- 
ly not formidable to him, bur defirable ; when once he 


could 
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could ſay, as hedid, 2 (o.5.1. We know that if our earthly 
Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a Building of 
God, an Houſe not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens, [t 
is no-wonder if he ſaid, (Phil.x. 23.) that he had a deſire 
to depart, and to be with Chriſt. when he had ſaid, 
1 Theſſ. 4.1 7. So ſhall we ever be with the Lord ; he might 
well add in the next verle, Wherefore comfort one another 
with theſe words. This Conſideration affords Comfort un- 
ro all faithful Souls in reſpect of themlelves , fo allo to 
the ſurviving Relations of luch, as have with St. Paul, 


ourht a good Fight, and Ie: «d their Conrſe, and kept the 
x nr. as for all Fa there. is laid up a _—_ of 
Righteouſneſs, a Crown of Life and Glory, which the Lord, 
the Righteous Judg, ſhall give them at that day. 

In .which Number we may confidently reckon that 
vertuous Lady, and precious Servant of Jelus Chriſt, the 
Lady Elizabeth Alſton, whole Funerals we now celebrate. 
Concerning whom very much might with truch be (| 
ken in her commendation ; . but the ſuddenneſs of the 
Occaſion, and the time of the Night, will not allow 
me to ſpeak much ; yer ſomething | crave leave to ſpeak 
of her. . Not that ſhe her ſelf, when alive, deſired the 
praiſes of men ; nor that ſhe needs them now, being al- 
ready inthe poſſeſſion of heavenly Glory: bur that we 
by recounting to our ſelves ſome of her Vertues, may 
become ſenſible of the greatnels of our own loſs; and 
ſerting her eminent Graces before our Eyes, may both 
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make them the matter of our giving praiſe and glory to 
God, and allo the Copy and Example of our Chriſtian 
Imitation. 

She was deſcended of an eminent Family, the Samt- 
Johns of Woodford in Northampton-ſhire. But ſhe was more 
highly deſcended than fo, and better barn, being born a- 
gain, ate, from above (as ſome interpret the word) 
and {o, neerly related unto him who is called the Branch, 
or Day-ſþring from on high, the Lord of life and glory, the 
Prince of Peace, and Saviour of us all. By this Line ſhe 
was a-Child of God, and born Heir apparent of che 
Kingdom of Heaven. For God did evenin her tender 

ears {ſeaſon herHeart with Grace, and thereby take po- 
{ion of her;beſpeaking her(as ir Leh Ir f- 
ting her for that work,which he afterwards made uſe of 
her in,viz, the ſeaſoning of others with Religion, and the 
holding forth the power of Godlineſs in the midit of a 
crooked and perverſe Generarion,among whom ſhe did 
ſhine as a Light in the World, and did let her Light, 
ſo to ſhine before men, as that they might ſee ber good Works, and 
glorify ber heavenly Father. 
She was towards her Conjugal Relation, a moſt lo- 
ying, faithful and dutiful Wife, an Help meet for him. 
Towards her Chnldren, a moſt render and careful 
Mother, whom ſhe did not latisty her ſelf ro have once 
brought forth, bur (as St. Par ſaith he did of his Galati- 
ans, Gal. 4.19.) ſhe travailedagam of them that C briſt might 
be formed in them. She 
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She was to her Seryants kind and merciful, efpeci- 
ally rotheir Souls. Towards all her Friends true and 
faithful, Towards all with whom ſhe converſed, ex- 
ceeding humble and courteous; condeſcending very 
much towards them of low degree, and eſpecially lo- 
ving thoſe among them in whom ſhe obſerved bur any 
inclinations to God and Goodnels. ; 

Bur remarkable were her Charity and Piery. 

Her Charity, in ſupplying the wants of the [ndigeat, 
not onely with Food and Phylick for their Bodies, 
(wherein ſhe expended not a little) bur alſo with Phy- 
ſick for their Souls, by her whollom counlel and advice, 
vyhich ſhe was ready to beſtow on all that needed ir. 

Her Piety towards God was molt eminent, ſhe being 
careful ro walk cloſely and conſcientiouſly with him , 
and as he had bleſſed her wich good natural Abiliries, 
ſo ſhe was careful ro improve bh by diligent Read- 
ing and Meditation, andthereby having gained a good 
ſtock of Knowledg, ſhereduced ir to practice, the righr 
cad of knowing, 

Wirnels her conſtant- Cloſer-devotions, and ſeeking 
Godin private ; to vvhich ſhe received many gracious 
Returns,if not in kind,yert in kindnefs; if not 1n the partica- 
lar things which ſhe asked for, yer in ſubmiſſion to God's 
Will, and in the graces and comforrts of his Spirit, as ſhe 
her (elf had ah, the obſervation. Witneſs her con- 
{cientious care that the Duties of Religion might be 
maintain'd and kept up in her Family. And how dili- 
F Gent 
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gent ſhe was in her attendance upon the publick Preach- 
ing of the Word of God, moſt of you are Witneſles , 
and how deſirous ſhe was thar all others ſhould do the 
like. And it is well known to ſome how much ſhe be- 
wail'd the vvithdrawing of others from the publick Or- 
dinance, the means of their Salvation, endeavouring to 
reclaim them. 

This was the conſtant courle and tenour of her Life, 
vyhich vvas a living practice of Piety, and a conſtant 
vvalking vvith God,(as Enoch's life vvas): and God rook 
her unto himlelf , her, vvho had lived to him here, to 
live with him for ever ; her, who had walked with him 
on Earth, to reſt with him for ever in Heaven. 

Indeed her departure. hence vvas very [udden, ( as it 
has been of many others lately hereabouts) yer it was 
more {udden unto others than to her ſelf. For Death is 
not ſudden tothole who expected it, and provided fort. 

That ſhe vvas provided and prepared tor Death, I do 
not in the leaſt queſtion; her holy Lite vvas a conti- 
nual preparation for Death, ſo that ſhe might ſay vvith 
St. Pawl, I die daily. Thole many AMflictions wherewith 
God was pleaſed to exercile her, frequent ſicknels, and 
many bodily infirmities, loſs of. Children and other 
near Relations, had weaned her from the World, and 
taught her humbly to ſubmit toGod's will whenever he 
ſhould call, but the ſenile of God's Love in Chriſt co her 
Soul, had made her more than vvilling to depart, and 
to: be vvith Chriſt. 

As 
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As for her expe&tation of Death, ſhe had long ex- 
pected that it would be ſudden,having been often heard 
ro ſay that ſhe ſhould die of an Apoplexy, which uſually 
gives no great warning. Bur for her expectation of death 
at that time when it came,l have not heard it was of any 
long _— ſhe being on Saturday laſt (the eighth of 
September) about ten in the morning lurprized with an 
extraordinary .coldnels in her left hand, which caus'd 
her haſten up into her Chamber, where within a lictle 
time the dileale took her Head, (the fountain of Senſe 
and Reaſon) and from thence ſliding down into her 
Hearr, (the Ciradel of Lite) did vvithin the ſpace of two 
hours put an end unto her days: (Watch therefore, - for ye 
know not what hour your Lord cometh.) Burt as ſudden as her 
end was,ſhe was {o far aware of it (bleſſed be God) that 
{he vvas able to ſay vvith St. Paul, ( in the verle before 
my Text) The time of my departure i at hand ; for to that 
purpole did ſhe exprets her (elf to one of her Servants, 
laying, My time is but ſhort, ſhorter than you imagine. And 
then in the words of holy Job, declar'd her firm cruſt in 
Chriſt, I know that my Redeemer liveth. And the laſt words 
which ſhe was heard to ſpeak were Jeſus Chriſt, into 
vvhole hands ( as we may well {uppole) the did at that 
time commend her Spirit. "The Lord Jelus Chriſt, her 
Saviour,vyhom {he had in her heart while (he lived, ſhe 
1d in her mouth as ſhe died, and now doubtlels hath 
him in her arms,and {hall be ever with the Lord. Indeed 
ſhe had expreſſed formerly a defire that God vvould 
pleale 
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 pleaſe'to give her time to ſpeak to her Friends at part- 
ing: This he was not plealed to grant her, bur the aCti- 
ons of her lite, and thoſe many good Counlels vyhich 
ſhe gave in her life-rime are ſtill vocal; and by them, 
though dead, ſhe ftill ſpeaketh. And 1 hope her neareſt 
Relayons, and others i, will allow her living Coun- 
ſel and Example, the force of dying-words, to be conti- 
nually ſounding in their ears, and always thought upon 
in their minds, to excice them to the practice of that 
which the thereby left recommended to them. 

But in the eaſineſs of her paſlage God granted, if not 

revenred her delires. The Jews (fy Moſes died binſhikah, 

a kiſs from the mouth of God, becaule it is ſaid, Der. 
34-5- that he died mwr »25y upon the Mouth, of the Lord,or 
according to the Word of the Lord ; and that God drew his 
Sout our of his Body with a Kiſs. Bur thus much we are 
fore of, that God (aid unto him, Dent. 32. 49, £0. Get 
thee up, and die in the Mount. So did he {ſeem to ſay unto 
this his Servant allo, Go up into thy Chamber, and die 
there : and (o {he did. The Mellenger of Death took 
her by the left hand, and led her home unto her Father's 
Houle. Where let us leave her to her eternal reſt, and 
pray carneltly ro God, "Thar as ſhe brought Religion, 
and a Bleſſing along with her into this Worthy Family, 
and this Unworthy Place ; fo in an{wer to her many, 
_ taps. the Bleſſing and good Preſence of God 
may be continued to us now ſhe is dead and gone. 

FINIS. 


